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Mass Times & Masses for the dead as follows:
Sat Idth July  B.00pm  Tom & Murray & ther Son John,

amore & Tara

Sun 10.30am  Special Intention

RMon mn,,," T'om & Mary Clyne, also Hannah Clyne, Derrygowna.
Tues 17th ym Special Intention

Wed 18th \ o Mass. Adoration as usual

Thurs 19(h 0.30am  Special Intenti

Fri  20th ] 8.00pm

Sat ‘lll'l|:|n Pacld l\ Joe Farrell, Clonmee. (15t Anniv)

Sun 10 Mass for the people af the panis|

vl July
Eucharistic Adoration nnlll:ll"~ on Wednes: Spm-Ypm and Friday 8. 30pm-9pm
Eucharistic Roster: 8.00pm Sat 21st July  Anne Kelly & Laura Hanley

10.30am Sun 22nd Julv  John Flood & Carmel Hopl
Readers' Roster:  8.00pm Sat 21st July Brian Kelly.

10.30am Sun 22nd July Helen Hassett.
A Bus to Phoenix Park for the Pope’s visit will be organised il there are enough people willing
to travel, Please put your name on the list in the children’s room at the back of the Church.
Cemetery Sundays: Saints Island:1 2th Aug @ 12.00 Noon & Cashel:19th Aug @ 12.00 Noon
Baptism: We welcome inte Christian communmty baby Mira Ayn Donlon, who was bap-
tised on Saturday. Congratu 15 Surm & Kenneth
Volunteers lor Newtovncashel Fore Club: Please contact Jin - 086967 2920,
o On April 1, 1942, Desmond Doss jomed the United States Army, Little dlid
alize that three and a hall ye er, he would be standing on the White House lawn,
recciving the nation's highes for his bravery and cou re.
OFf the 16 million men m unilorm during World War 1T, only wed the Congressional
Medal of Honour. One of these was placed around the neek of a young man, who during
combat had ot killed a single enemy soldier. In fact, he refised to carry a gun. His only
apon was his Faith in Goe
President Harry 8. Truman warmly shook the hand of Corporal Desmond Thomas Doss, and
then held it the entire time las citation was read aloud 1o those g outside the White
12, 1945 Tm proud of you,” Truman said. “You really deserve tlus. T con-
sider this a greater honour than being president.”
The journey that had brought voung Desmond to this day had been a challenging one. When
Pearl Harbour was attacked, he was working at the Newport News Naval shipyard and could
liave requested a deferment=but he wanted to do more for his country. He was willing to nsk
his life on the front lines in order to preserve freedom.
When he jomed the Army, Desmond assumed that hus classification as a conscientious objec-
tor would not require hum to cary a weapon. He wanted i be an Army combat medic, As
luck would have it, he was assigied o an infantry nfle company. His refusal to canry a gun
caused a lot ol wouble among hus fellow soldiers, They viewed him with distam and called ham
amishit. One man m the barracks wamed him, "Doss, as seon as we get into combat, 11l make
sure you won't come back alive.”
His commanding officers also wanted to get nid of the skinny Virginian whe spoke with
tle southern drawl, They saw him abality. Nobody huhm soldier without a weapon
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was worthwhile, They tned to mtimidate Ty , assig]
declared him mentally unfit for the Army. Then they anempied 1o court 1
ng a direct order—to canry a gun, But they failed to find a way to toss him ot

to leave. He believed hus duty w el to be in ¢ n.u
order. His unwave OIVICUOns Were most impao)
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and ask, "Why did Cain kill Abel!
mond's mind, God said, "If you love me, you won't kill.” With that pieture {
his mand, he determined that he would never take life.
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Things began turning around when the men discovered that this quict unassuming
medic had a way Lo heal the blisters on their mareh-weary feet. And if someone Fanted
from heat stroke, this medic was at his side, offering his ewn eanteen. Desmond never
. With kindness
1the golden rule,
* (Matthew 7:12 NIV},
wond served in combat on the isl . Leyte, and Okinawa. In each
ation he exhibited exi ation to his fellow men. While oth-
ng lile, he was busy saving life. When the cry, "medic” rang out on the bat-
ver considered his own safety. He repeatedly ran into the heat of battle to
1 comrade aned carry him back to safety. this, while enemy bullets
whizzzed past and mortar shells exploded around him. Several umes, while treating a
wounded soldicr, Desiond was so close 1o enemy lines, he could hear the whispering
ol Japanese vawres

In May, 1945, as German troops were surrenderning on the other side of the world,
Japanese iroops were liercely defending, to their last man, the only remaiming bamier
Ok and the M. at) 10 an allicd invasion of their ]mmcl;uul The
men in Desmond repeatedly uyving to capture the Maeda Escarpment,
an imposing rock led Hacksaw Ridge. Afier the company had se-
cured the top of the s were stunned when sueldenly enemy forees
rushed them in a vicious countes - Offic rx()lllkrwl an immediate retreat. Sol-
diers rushed 1o elimb back down thy the soldicrs except one.

s than one third of the men made 1 '!'I:c rest lay wounded, scattered
across enemy soil—abandoned and left for dead, if they weren't already. One lone sol-
dier di: )Ihc)Ld orders and charged back into the firefight to rescue as many of his men
as he could, leu:\ he either collapsed or died trying. His iron determination and un-
I]au;mg courage resulted in at least 75 lives saved that day, M 19
ntually, LI\c Americans took Hacksaw Ridge. Several days I.m-n during an unsuc-
u.sxlu] I!][.,hl raid, Desmond was severely wounded. Hiding m a shell hole wth two.
rillemen, a Japanese grenade landed at Im feet. The exploston sent him flying. The
shrapnel tore mio s leg and up 1o s lap. He weated his own wounds as best he
"U“W While attempting to reach salety, ie was lut by a smiper's bullet that shaitered
| Tis biave actions as a combat medic were done, But not belore insisung that
llllu bearers take another man first before rescuing him. Wounded, in pain, and
losing bleod, he sull put ethers alicad of s own satety. He would choose to die so
another could lve. After all, that's what he read in the Gospel. Such was the character
demonstrated by Jesus Chy

i you would have them do to

The Medal of Henour was established during the Civil War under President Abraham
Lincoln in 1862 At the one hundredth anniversary in 1962, the other recipients
award sclected Desmond Daoss 1o represent t} -ll-{ ‘White House ceremony. He
had a pleasant chat with President John F. Ko
Before being discharged from the :\me I'Mb Dcsrmmd developed tuberculesis.
HL would spend most of the next sk s in hospitals. Cold, wet, sleepless mights,

wermng m a muddy foxhale on the iskands of the Pacific, had taken their lnll As the
.Ih ss progressed hus lefi ung had o be surgically removed along wuh Tive nibs, For
the rest of us life, he survived on a single lung, until it oo failed. At the age of 87, Cor-
poral Desmond Thomas Doss died en March 23, 2006, afier bcmg rmpuahmd\nh
difficulty breathing. He is buried in the National Cemetery, Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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but was hated and abused at the tme .. What about you and me!
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