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Then, vou may go h ick AlW| play with your train, but ealy if you use nice language.”

T'wo hours Jater, the boy came out of the bedroom and resumed playing with his train.
Soon, the train stopped and the mother, eavesdropping behind the door, heard her
son say, “All passengers who are disembarking the trin, please remember 16 1ake all of
vour belongings with you. We thank vou for travelling and hope your trip
was a pleasant one. We hope you will journey with us again soan.” She hears the linle
bey continue, "For those of you just boarding, we ask you to stow all of your luggage
unider your seat, Remember, there is no amol\mﬁ( 11 the train. We hope vou will have
at pleasant and relaxing jeurney with us md.n ummy was chuffed with herself that
her reprimand had worked so well “Then, the child added, “And for these of vou
wha are hopping with rage about the T \\(J HOUR delay ... see the WITCH in the
kitchen”

Moaral: fow much se aff feven chitdren) need the grace and forg@veness of the Baby
Dorn o the Manger - Ot is e tue meaning ol Advent and Christmas. We ] ve
presents to many people over the next mup]c of weeks, What present bave you in
mmineel to grve (o Jesus on His Birtheday - Cheistmas Day 20193
My mother woubd always sav (o us: “Christmas is not Christmas without going 10 Cons
fession first, and she would always bring us to the Sacrament and then visit the Crb to
say a lnttle prayer altcrwards. ¢ arc the things you remember after the
dead and gone, | would enc aumm: parents ;:n.vi]umlh te bring vour children o
Confessions on Sunday evening at 6.30pm - they are sull so ¢ I(N. 1o God that when
they say sorry wo Him on His Birthday He restores their souls 10 their original beauty
at Baptism. There & no befter preseat you could give to Jesus on His Special Day.
And just like 1y mother they will remember ou did long afler vou've gone.

The great Indian leader Gandhi waited on the platform at a railway station lor the tain
Lo armve, In those days, it was not unusual for the British rail company to stop the train
ata station only i some whites wanied 1o get on or ofl. In the case whese there were no
white passengers, the tram would sfew domn at the station - and Indians - old and

voung - would seramble onte {or off) the moving uam.

And it so happened that as the young Gandhi climbed onte the moving train, one shoe
shpped off his foot. And as he bent (o try and grabs it, it slithered down onto the tack,
even as the i gathered momentuim.

Tn & Rash, Gandhit reached for the shoe on the other foot, and threw it down towards
the fast-disappeaning shoe en the track, i

Asa pﬂph xed onlooker wondered aloud if Gandhi had mdeed lost it completely, he
explaned: “Ah well, il someone were to find one of my shoes, what good would it be
to him. Now, hopefully he'll find the other one oo, and thus have a fine new pair of
shoes for himself]
Annd what a wonderful Christian response :
Gandli 10 Anglicanism. He refused (o engage with them. One pastor asked him di-
rectly why he would ot be baptised. He hnally answered ... and typically s reply was
as devastating as il was bricl He said: “Il'you Chu Istians were more Ilkcjr:sll- l
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Delieve we most certaunly do . u(\p rwise (,.nm ln s words (he was never Impuecd} may
come back o haunt us. So perhaps it’'s time we shified focus. And inste. ad ol jostling to
I:umm- FU-ELCTS = Wanllg more, MOTe, more, we ought to learn to become g0-

. Ter share. Instead of spending our waking lives wornang about
mavbe we should thank Ged [or the shoe we still lave, and

1 ity could make us - and someone else - happier. Alter all, we
are never truly celebratng Christmas unil we do.




