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PARISH OF (ASHEL NEWSLETTER
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FR. MERLYN KENNY-043 3325112

Mass Times & Masses rmm dead as follows ©
Sat  25th May H.00pm John & Elizabeth MeAxndle, Forthill
26th May 10.30am  Mass for all these doing e
‘vlml 27th May 8.00pm  Special Intention
Tues 28th May B8.00pm Special Intenton.
Wed 20th May
Thurs 30th  May Intention
Fn Ist May 8.00pm Tom & Mary Clyne

Also Hannah Clyne & Bran Moran. Derrygowna.
Sat lst June 8.00pm Frank, Rose & Oliver Burke, Demahaun.
Sun  2nd June 10.30am
Mon drd June S.00pm John Fagan, Dermacar
Tues 4th June 8.00pm Michael, Anne & Christopher Donnelly, Ballah,
Please note Fuchanistic Ministers will go down to the seats to brng Holy Communion
1o anvone who does not wish to come forward. Flease rase your hand 10 let them know.
Eucharistic Adoration continues on Wedne:
Rosary continues on Saturday evenng at 7.
Euchansve Ministers:
800pm Sat Ist June Dylan Mubahill & Helen O'Shea.
10.30am  Sun 2nd June Dermot Healy & Anne Kenny
Readers:

\ay 3pm-9pm aned Friday 8.30pm-9pm
Upm

8.00pm Ist June Lauren Casey.
10.30am Sun 2nd June Brid Sweeney.
Cashel GAA are holding a Wooden Horse Race in The Local on Sunday 2nd June at
#.30pm. This promises to be an enteriaiming event. Please support
8t Mary's N.§ Clothing Recycling Friday 7th June: Bags of unwanted clothes, footwear
{dry & clean) can be left i stafl car park or .E. shed before 9.30am. This is a valuable fund-
raiser & we appreciate your continued support,
Reflection: At the close of the eghieenth century the slave trade was a thiving and very big
business. Prominent familics held slaves and interests ua the slave business, @ vast swathe of
people depended on slavery for their livelihoods, and public opinion was undisturbed by it
When Thomas Clarkson threw in his lot with a small group of Quakers in of 1io the
trade the odds of success were scemingly impossible.
On M 12, 1787 Clarkson and a dozen ethers met in the James Phillip Bookstore for
the first official meeting of the Lummuu.(- of the Slave Trade. They devised a strategy 1o
gather intelligence on the trade, expose it's inhumanity via pamphlets, posters and public lec
tures, and buld momentum for a banning of the Brtish slave trade. Clarkson became thew
anly full Gme anti slavery campaigner
Thie task was incredibly difficult. Few of these involved in the slavery busmess woulkd talk to
him; he received death threats, and at least one attempt on his life; many mockee him. In that
first year he noted: “I began now to tremble, for the first time, at the ardus
taken, of atternpting to subvert one of the branches of the commerce of the m‘.n place which
was then before me .. [ questiened whether [ should even get out of it aliv

aut

s task [ had unders

Yet the tide of epinion began 1o trm. Petitions containing thousands of names started 1o find

x way to Parliament. More people joined themsel
the potter Josiah Wedgewond, whe crafied a rebel of a kneeling slave with the words
“Am I not a man and a brother?” that became a popular and influential adomment,
and parliamentanian William Wilkerforee, who championed the cause in Parliament
Hundreds of thousands stopped using sugar, the major slave-produced good in Eng-
land, and slave-free sugar started appeanng. The autobiography of freed slave Olauda
Equiano became a best seller and many heard him speak.

Within five years of that first meeting at the James Phillip bookstore public apinion
tumed agamst the slave trade. ]‘.uimu(-ul however would take longer to conquer.
Like Clarkson, Wilberforce met with fierce opposition and dension. Admiral Horatio
Nebon (Nelson's Pillar in Dublin was installed in his honour), for example, con-
demned th h

s to the cause, including

nd “the docuine of W and his / allies’
He also found the support of colleagues such as the Prime Minister, William Pitt
Bhalls against the trac oved in 1791, 1792, 1793, 1797, 1798, 1799, 1804, and
1805, all without success, until on February 27, 1807 a bill for the aboliton of the slave
trade passed the Howse by a vote of 283 tol6

The ants slavery activists had assumed that once the shipping of slaves was outlawed
rse, Thas assumption proved naive. While no more slaves were

wes continued to be held on British owned plantations n the West Indies
and their children enslaved, This set off continued campaigning. A mass upnising of
wes in 1831 signalled the oppression of slaves was no lenger sustainable, and in 1833
the Emancipation Act finally saw the end of Brish slavery.

It took fifty six vears, but whe'd have thought that from that meeting of a dozen people
in the James Phillip Bookstore on May 22, 1787, armed with nothing but their deter-

munation and their voices, would issue such a result?

“Tell me the weight of a snowflake,” a robin asked a wild dove.

“Nothing mere than nothing,” was the answer.*In that case, I must tell vou a little
story,” the robin said

“1 san on the branch of a By, close to its trunk, when it began to snow ... not heavily, not
ina ring bhizzard ... no, just like a dream, without a sound and without any violence.,
Since [ eid not have amything better to do, T ecounted the snowflakes setling on the
twage and needles of my branch, Their number was exactly 3,741,952, When the
3,741 953rd dropped onto the branch, nothing more than nothing, as you say, ... the
branch broke off”

Having said that, the robin flew aw
The dove, simee Noalt's time, an authority on the matter, thought about the story for
2ol finally said 1o hersclf, “Perhaps there is only one person’s voice lacking
peace to come to the world. ™

Moral: In a fortnight's time we celebrate Pentecost Sunday ... a small group of unedu-
met in the upper room for 9 days beforehand to pray for the it of the
The result: 2.5 billion Christians 2,000 years later. Let us join them in
s from Ascension Tharsday for a renewal of that gt so needed today

awhile,
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